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Stop evictions! People need a home!
For more than a year the COVID-19 pandemic has caused massive human and economic harm on a
global scale. Still it isn’t over, and the recovery will require immense investments, financially and on a
human level. The housing sector as a result is subject to the same challenges as before the pandemic –
just even deeper and more severe. Tenants, as a vulnerable group on the housing market, as a result of
loss of income have faced evictions and rent arrears.
Governments have tried to address the challenges posed by the pandemic with mixed outcomes; some
targeting low-income and vulnerable households. There is a need for renewed public and private
investment in affordable and social housing as this can also contribute to economic recovery from the
crisis. The IUT expresses its solidarity with families who are evicted from their home because of rent
arrears or unpaid mortgages- it is not their choice. Access to safe and secure housing is a fundamental
right, recognised by the Universal Declaration on Human rights, the European Social Charter and the
European Charter of Fundamental rights, and many national constitutions.
Evictions without suitable alternative accommodation must be stopped.
The pandemic has had profound effects socially, but also on the global economy. These effects will
continue impacting our societies for a long time after the end of the pandemic. Therefore, moratoriums
on evictions must continue, temporary contracts are to be automatically prolonged; and, rent arrears
are to be paid off over an extended period of time.
States should create solidarity funds to provide bail-out options for tenants incapable of paying rent
arrears, but also prioritize the creation and / or review of targeted financial support measures such as
housing allowances. Rent freezes and rent caps must also be considered.
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